
 

 

 
ABERDEEN CITY COUNCIL 

 
 
COMMITTEE:  Finance and Resources Committee 
 
DATE:   28th September 2010 
 
REPORT BY:  Head of Finance 
 
TITLE OF REPORT: 2010/2011 Common Good Budget – Request by 

Scottish Opera for support  
 
REPORT NUMBER:  CG/10/155 
 
 
1. PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
This report provides details of a request by Scottish Opera for support from the 
Common Good towards the costs of a project entitled “One Day in Aberdeen: a 
12 hour photo marathon”. 
 
2. RECOMMENDATION(S)  
 
It is recommended that the Committee  
a) Consider whether or not to approve this funding request of £6,000 by Scottish 

Opera. 
 
3. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS  
 
The financial implications are detailed in the report at section 6.  
 
4. SERVICE & COMMUNITY IMPACT 
 
If the funding for Scottish Opera was to be agreed then it would promote local 
culture and community participation for the citizens of Aberdeen. 
 
 
5. OTHER  IMPLICATIONS 
 

None. 
 



 

 

 
6. REPORT 
 

Background 
 

6.1 A request has been received (Appendix A) from Scottish Opera to help 
fund a project entitled “One Day in Aberdeen: a 12 hour photo 
marathon”. The project aims to create a snap shot of Aberdeen across 
one day in May 2011 by asking the people and visitors to Aberdeen to 
take a photograph of something they see and upload it to a website. 
These images will then be projected onto the outside walls of His 
Majesty’s Theatre before some performances in June 2011. 

 
6.2 The photographs will also be uploaded onto public websites and a CD 

of the photography collection will be created to be circulated amongst 
the leading partners (who have yet to be confirmed) to be used as a 
promotional tool. 

 
6.3 The project will cost £17,500 and is entirely funding dependant. 

Scottish Opera is seeking support of £6,000 from the Common Good in 
order to attract other funders. Scottish Opera would be happy to agree 
that if Common Good support were given then no application for a 
cultural grant would be made. 

 
6.4 If funding for the project is approved then it would not be released until 

Scottish Opera provided assurance that sufficient monies have been 
raised, from other sources, for the remaining £11,500. 

 
6.5 Scottish Opera have also applied to Aberdeen Endowment Trust and 

David Gordon Memorial Trust for funding of £500 each. The outcome 
of these applications is not known at present. 

 
 Criteria for Common Good Support 
 
6.6 The purposes to which the funds held in the Common Good can be applied 

have to be taken into consideration. 



 

 

 
6.7 A report on the origin, history and purposes to which the Common Good 

may be used was prepared in January 1976, by the then Town Clerk of the 
City of Aberdeen District Council. The report outlined the following purposes 
as meeting the required criteria: - 

 
• Upholding the dignity of the City. 
• The prudent management, upkeep and improvement of Council Property 
which forms part of the Common Good. 

• Safeguarding the corporate rights of the community and defending its 
interests. 

• Granting of donations to public institutions or charities, providing it is in the 
interests of the general public of the City. 

• Any other purpose, which is in the bona fide and reasonable judgement of 
the Council, is for the good of the community as a whole or which the 
inhabitants at large may share. 

 
It was also outlined that the prime role of the Council in managing the 
Common Good Fund is to ensure that the Common Good is prudently 
conserved. 

 
6.8 In addition, recent practice has excluded any activity from receiving 

assistance from the Common Good for which Aberdeen City Council or 
other public body has a statutory duty to support. 

 
6.9 It has been assessed in consultation with officers within Legal and 

Democratic Services, that this application meets with the criteria to be 
eligible for assistance from the Common Good. 

 
6.10 The most recent similar application for funding from the Common Good 

was for the Archie Foundation to support a new Sick Children’s Hospital. 
In that instance £60,000 was approved over two years as part of the 
budget setting process on 15 February 2001. 

 
Common Good Cash Reserves and Balances   

 
6.11 The Common Good cash reserve is projected to be £5.3 Million as at 31 
 March 2011. 
 
6.12 The Council agreed that the cash balances of the Common Good should 

be no less that £4.8 million. This is after adjusting for the Greenfern 
Development Site and has taken account of movements in the Consumer 
Price Index (CPI) so that its value is preserved 



 

 

 
6.13 Projected cash balances for future years along with indicative 
 balances required to maintain the value are as follows. 

 
Year 2011 

£M 
2012 
£M 

2013 
£M 

Projected Cash 
Balance as at 31 
March. 

 
 

(5.3) 
 
 

(5.1) 
 
 

(5.1) 
Indicative Cash 
Balance as at 31 
March. 

 
 

(4.8) 
 
 

(5.0) 
 
 

(5.0) 
 

6.14 The figures outlined above reflect projected cash balances in excess of 
indicative levels at least until 31 March 2013 even if assistance to Scottish 
Opera is granted. 
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